This book asks what distinguishes peaceful plural democracies from violent ones and what distinguishes violent ethnic groups from peaceful ones within the same democracy. Contrary to conventional wisdom, it suggests that ethnic groups and their political demands are not inherently intransigent and that violence is not a necessary corollary of ethnic politics. The book posits that ethnic identity serves as a stable but flexible information shortcut for political choices, influencing party formation and development in new and maturing democracies. It furthermore argues that political intransigence and violence expressed by some ethnic groups stem from circumstances exogenous to ethnic affiliations. In particular, absolute restrictions on ethnic access to the executive produce conditions under which ethnic group incentive to participate in peaceful electoral politics is eliminated. A number of case studies and statistical analysis of all electoral democracies since 1945 are used to test and support the formal argument.
. This work has been a great journey of discovery, and the highlights are the people I met in the process who helped shape and enhance this project. I owe my greatest intellectual debt to my mentor and good friend Barbara Geddes. Carrying on the tradition, she taught me to discern the "attractors" in the chaotic system of electoral politics. Long after her mentoring responsibilities have ceased I still rely on her sage insights about politics, professional and personal. My second mentor, Mike Thies, I thank for the coffee and pretzels but mostly for his endless patience, and Dan Treisman for pushing me to improve the theory and write the second part of the book. I am indebted to John Londregan for teaching me statistical solutions and for showing me the first part of the model and to my brother Bibbi for helping me complete the model. I thank Frank Zagare and my friend Allyson Benton for reading the model at various stages of development.
During the research I have had the great pleasure and privilege of meeting and being assisted by innumerable people, including scholars and public officials. Only some of their contributions made it onto these pages, but all inform the study. While I cannot possibly name all those who have helped, I would like to single out a few. During my tenure at Buffalo the Baldy Center has funded much of the data collection on site and off and data revisions for the book, for which I am very grateful. I especially want to thank the director of the center, Lynn Mather, for organization of an excellent book workshop and for encouragement along the way. I am indebted to colleagues from various departments who participated in the workshop and the commentators David Laitin and G. Bingham Powell for thorough reviews of the manuscript that led to a complete overhaul of the book, much improving it. The integration of the two halves of the manuscript owes especially much to Bing's repeated and instructive reviews. I would also like to thank the Dean's Office at the College of Arts and Sciences here at Buffalo for its contribution from the Julian Park Fund for the development of the manuscript.
This book would never have been completed without the diligent research assistance of Nil Ş atana and Rafael Davtian. I am deeply grateful to both of them, as well as for the assistance of Nicoleta Dascalu and Eric Wilk. My colleagues and students in the department of political science at the University at Buffalo have contributed to the manuscript in many
